
This is a photo of Nonchan holding her 
Bible.  She is very diligent in  studying! 

This is the guy I mentioned in the 
Facebook post who listed his own name 
on his “people who need to know God” list 
during training.  He prayed to receive 
Christ in January and is making plans to 
get baptized! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners, 

 

Every Wednesday I make a point to visit a friend of ours, Nonchan, who was the first 

Japanese person to pray with us to receive Christ during our time here in Japan.  I usually 

hang out in her shop and just  wait until there are no customers so that we can talk 

through different Bible passages, catch up, and pray.  When I entered the shop this last 

week, Nonchan was in conversation with a customer at the cash register so I decided to 

just look around at some of the items in the shop and wait.  After a few minutes I heard 

the customer ask our friend who I was and what I was doing there.  Nonchan said, "She 

wants to know why you're here and what you're interested in!"  So I said, "Well, we are 

friends and I come here every week to discuss the Bible with her."  The customer then 

began talking about her interest in sprititual things and Nonchan said, "Why don't you sit 

down back here (behind the cash register) and continue talking?"  So, with Nonchan's help, 

I began to share the gospel with her.  When we finished, I asked her if she wanted to 

receive eternal life and she answered by telling me a story.  (This is very normal.  Most people change the subject at this point.)  

Unfortunately another customer came in and Nonchan had to assist them.  The new customer was a young girl, probably 13 or 14 

years old who had just come from school.  After a few minutes of sitting with the first customer and waiting for Nonchan to return, 

she poked her head around the corner and said, "This girl wants to know what you're doing here.  I told her you are a missionary and 

she said she is interested in studying about God."  By the end of that evening, we had shared the gospel with three different people.  

The younger girl seemed to be very close to praying for the forgiveness of sins, but she has a few remaining questions.  Please pray 

for God to open her heart and give her the faith to respond.   

 

There seems to be some good momentum with Nonchan and her connections with her customers.  I have been so encouraged by 

seeing her heart to reach out to others grow and to see her boldness to take steps to do so.  A few weeks ago we visited a bookstore 

nearby and she shared her testimony with the woman running the store.  I only understood a small percentage of the conversation, 

but as we were leaving, she said, "She seemed very interested in my story.  I think she would 

study the Bible with us."  Please pray that God would give us wisdom and more opportunities 

to us these connections to form some new outreach Bible studies and/or new small groups 

that we can connect with the church.   

 

The kids are doing great.  I can hardly believe how tall Mattie is getting, and Ben has now taken 

his first steps!  Danielle is doing an incredible job with the home in the middle of very trying 

circumstances.  Also, as of last week, she just started a new evangelism training group with a 

believer she met at a playgroup.  As of now, she is leading as many groups as I am! 

 

Rebecca is also doing a wonderful job at training and discipling women in the church and 

reaching out to people in the neighborhood.  During our coaching time yesterday we talked 

through every person she is training, reaching out to, and/or planning to share with and I felt 

freshly overwhelmed with gratitude for all of the doors the Lord has opened for us.  It is always 

a boost to my week to hear Rebecca’s perspective on things and to hear what happens week to 

week in the groups she helps lead.  Danielle and I feel honoured to have her on our team. 

 

We are well over halfway finished with our year in Japan.  There is still so much we want to see happen, so please keep praying that 

God would work miracles in this area and save many.  Please also be praying for us to discern God's will and leading for what our 

next step might be.  In May we will need to begin making decisions about where we will go after our debriefing time in the States.   

 

It is difficult to express how much it means to have your partnership in this work.   

 

in His grip, 

 

The CervenkaThe CervenkaThe CervenkaThe Cervenka’’’’s s s s     

 

 
Financial donations for GCM: If giving by check, make it out to GCM.  Indicate it is for David Cervenka, Acct. #7206, and the frequency 

you desire to give. (monthly, yearly, special, etc.) Mail to: GCM P.O. Box 7101 Winter Park, FL 32793. To give online, please go to 
www.gcmweb.org and use the “give” link in the upper right corner. Type “David Cervenka” in the search box and follow the 

instructions.  Thank you so much for your partnership!      


